
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker now wants to exempt the University of Wisconsin-Madison from 
the state’s sunshine laws that require disclosure of public records, which would, in effect, keep the 
public in the dark about future animal research conducted with public funding at UW-Madison. 
(Stephen Wells, Animal Legal Defense Fund, Huffington Post Green Blog)
 
The legislation is being backed by the front groups The National Association for Biomedical 
Research and The Foundation for Biomedical Research. Founded by lobbyist Frankie Trull, these 
groups represent the animal testing, animal breeding, pharmaceutical, agribusiness and processed 
food industries, as well as universities and institutions receiving government grants for animal 
research. 

KILLING BABY MONKEYS: UW-MADISON’S DIRTY LITTLE SECRET

University of Wisconsin-Madison currently houses approximately 2000 primates for research. 
Approximately 1500 of them are rhesus monkeys. (Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journalism) 

In 2004, Ned Kalin, current chair of psychiatry at UW-Madison, published a study in which he and 
other researchers damaged the brains of infant monkeys by applying acid to the amygdala and 
then exposed the monkeys to various threats. His study concluded that monkeys with a damaged 
amygdala are less prone to fear and anxiety.
 
Ned Kalin now wants to undertake a similar study, and UW-Madison has given approval for it. In 
its initial formulation, 40 rhesus monkeys would be separated from their mothers at birth, 20 as a 
“control” group and 20 as a “test” group. They would be presented with various threats such as a 
live snake and humans. All of the monkeys would be euthanized after one year.
 
After protests and petitions by animal rights groups such as the Alliance for Animals and the 
Environment, Kalin decided that “maternal deprivation” was not necessary for the study, claiming, 
“We’re changing the experiment based on science, not based on pressure that I’ve had.” (Wisconsin 
State Journal, March 12, 2015)
 
Kalin’s experiments, set to begin in June, are part of a research initiative led by Richard Davidson 
called “Early Neurodevelopment Origins of Anxiety.” The initiative as a whole is bringing over $2 
million to the UW from the National Institutes of Health. Kalin’s research will bring in $525,540. 
(Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journalism)
 
THE MONKEYS NEED YOU

Get involved and help us to stop UW-Madison’s cruel animal experiments and Walker’s shady 
legislation by contacting the Alliance for Animals and the Environment and the UW Animal Rights 
Society at alliance@allanimals.org.

Contact your state legislators and tell them you do not support exempting UW-Madison 
from the state’s sunshine laws that require disclosure of public records.

Alliance for Animals and the Environment
P.O. Box 1632 Madison, WI 53701

www.allanimals.org

KEEP UW-MADISON 
A C C O U N T A B L E

Learn more at:
allanimals.org/legislators.php

allanimals.org/maternal-deprivation.php
allanimals.org/monkeysindane.php

www.uwnotinourname.org


